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Wodonga Amateur Swimming Club
Bullying Policy 
[bookmark: _heading=h.weyr0l9j5ui4]Introduction
Wodonga Amatuer Swimming Club is committed to providing a safe and supportive environment for all members. Our club believes that everyone has the right to participate in a respectful and friendly atmosphere. Bullying in any form will not be tolerated and is contrary to the principles outlined in the Wodonga Amateur Swimming Club Code of Conduct and the Swimming Australia Code of Conduct.

[bookmark: _heading=h.dmyfsoy87516]Definition of Bullying
[bookmark: _heading=h.6bbxfberc2qf]Bullying is any behavior that is intended to harm, intimidate, or coerce someone, whether it's done verbally, physically, socially, or online. It can include actions such as name-calling, spreading rumors, exclusion, physical aggression, or cyberbullying.

[bookmark: _heading=h.mn3k3ksy6ooe]Policy Statement
Respect and Dignity: All members of the Wodonga Amateur Swimming Club, including athletes, coaches, parents/guardians, officials, and volunteers are to be treated with respect and dignity. Bullying in any form is unacceptable and will be addressed promptly.

Responsibilities:

Members: All members are expected to behave in a manner that aligns with the Wodonga Amateur Swimming Club and Swimming Australia Code of Conduct, showing respect and consideration for others.

Coaches and Officials: Coaches and officials are responsible for promoting a positive environment and addressing any incidents of bullying they observe or are made aware of.

Parents and Guardians: Parents and guardians should support their child/ren in understanding the importance of respect and report any concerns about bullying to Wodonga Amateur Swimming Club officials.

Reporting Bullying:
Members who experience or witness bullying should report the incident to a coach, committee member, or a designated club representative (including MPIO).
Reports can be made confidentially and will be taken seriously.


Response to Bullying:

Wodonga Amateur Swim Club will investigate all reports of bullying promptly and fairly.
Appropriate action will be taken based on the severity of the incident, which may include mediation or disciplinary measures in accordance with the Swimming Australia Code of Conduct.

Support for Victims:
Wodonga Amateur Swimming Club will provide support to individuals who have been bullied, including resources to ensure their well-being and continued participation in club activities.


Education and Awareness:
Wodonga Amateur Swimming Club will regularly educate members about bullying, its effects, and the importance of maintaining a respectful and inclusive environment.


[bookmark: _heading=h.oslrd1ufe0va]Conclusion
Our Swim Club is dedicated to fostering a safe and welcoming environment for all. By adhering to this policy and the Swimming Australia Code of Conduct, we can ensure that every member has a positive and rewarding experience.
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