Child Touch Guidelines
Wodonga Amateur Swimming Club
Child Touch Guidelines

Introduction:
This policy is in accordance with the guidelines established by Sport Integrity Australia. Coaches and volunteers will adhere to the following principles regarding physical contact with children, ensuring that interactions are appropriate to the delivery of our club’s programs or services and based on the needs of each child, such as assisting with equipment usage, technique, health treatment, or providing first aid.
Wodonga Amateur Swimming Club commits to: 
· Ensure that Coaches and volunteers seek a child’s consent before engaging in any physical touch or interaction during activity demonstrations.
· Ensure that physical contact is acceptable to each individual child; even non-intrusive touch may be unwelcome if a child indicates discomfort.
· Respect and address signs of a child's discomfort with touch.
· Prioritise verbal instructions and demonstrations over physical touch, such as directing a child to move in a certain way instead of physically adjusting their position.
· Discourage children from expecting inappropriate displays of affection, like hugs or cuddles, by offering alternatives eg: high fives.
· Intervene if a child is engaging in inappropriate or excessive touching of another child, and report concerns to the appropriate person within our organisation.
· Use non-intrusive gestures, such as placing a hand on the upper arm or back, to comfort distressed children.
· Utilise non-intrusive touch, like shaking hands or patting the upper arm or back, to congratulate children, accompanying such touch with positive encouragement.
· Report any instances of sexualised or inappropriate physical contact initiated by a child promptly to our organisation for proper management in the interest of safety for all participants.
Wodonga Swimming Club Coaches and Volunteers will not: 
· Under any circumstances engage in physical contact with a child involving intimate body parts, such as genitals, buttocks, or breasts.
· Initiate, permit, or request unnecessary or inappropriate physical contact with a child, such as massages, kisses, tickling, or wrestling games, or create situations that lead to unnecessary close physical contact.
· Single out specific children during demonstrations.
· Engage in unnecessary physical contact with a child, such as assisting with toileting when assistance is unnecessary.
· Coerce or force a child to do anything against their will.
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